Chinese for Specific Purposes

ISSN: 2758-6081
http://www.chineseforspecificpurposes.net

E-Mail: zhuyu@chineseforspecificpurposes.net

Editor: Tongtao Zheng

Executive Editor: Yu Zhu

Assisting Editor: Tingting Chen

Chief Technology Officer: Junfeng Lin



CHINESE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES,1(1) SPRING, 2024 ISSN2758-6081

Hx

FFTERF T B AT B oo HWiE  wNE (1)

R EABAT I POEHIE S BT oo W& KEhE WeiHong R (15)

FFAEBGER ST 5 5 SR wooveeeeessesesseeneen FEERA  (33)
B TR BHIEIIE T ZR e KT OBRHERH  (42)

On the Three Recursive Dimensions of Zhongyong ....Zhengren Ouyang & Yu Tian (57)



CHINESE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES,1(1) SPRING, 2024 ISSN2758-6081

TR RAT L DOESFE

ISP RGN

(EITHAFBR B AR R s EITRY s pEAMAY (a0 SMEER )

R WA RN AR R, ROMNEMN RSB REE. TLIGEAA SRS
A5 P47 Ml DUFE A A i e R O 8 TR R BB A, R OR B i — BR BRI 3 . H B A RAT
WBGERIBF T D, 2 R L TR DGR RSB BRI, BEAFEA i [ B [ 1 AP
AHEEF RS AN AL DO BRI A AT THE ., FE T BUEIE . N Tk
BERAERE. £ b, BARPRIEE SUEIRE Rl AT DURBAR— N RE TR, W RAPINBUN.
R Al I EEFIERE . ASCN BRI FO T DOE A A IR A . BTk
DURHCAREE S WA WBGEANA IR T R Hidr e 5 HE T R80T T BB 74T o 170k
DUBRESRTH EAR SR EN T2 —, [ R R [ S RO A B — K P i B 2R —

FxEE: TIES; TIXGE;, —%—; Eilk; Tl KBtEEE

518

2019412 7, FMEZ2RISBAERE PR SCEHE RS LR, BAEE S ARG
RAVETRRIF IR, FURHESE S BOLRCRE I H , B 2 A N R R
MR SCEERRE. <BULHEF RIS (2020—2023) » 5 H BEHEHE" S+ ER
WALRE"IH , By EEREE E . R ERREm Y. <R N RIRE E RS
PR 2 & R P AR LRFN — O ZFAE R BN 2Dy H ROV R AR B F &
PEPE VR B R R AR E RN AR, O 30R i B O S 818 & SR A
ST IR EARY. JTAER, ER WA A RBOR, XIS A A kR T
S RAREER, XRHTALDUER & R AR KA ~EH -

2020 4 6 J, #HE A/ \RITIER R CRF IR KB E XTI &

Vet Wil 5, Wt EITRERIEAR R RITRRK, EITRFEE. AR, EAHRE
(Abx0) SMEEEBEMIESZ . EERTT OB ERG. EREE SO E . BAE &, W, ).
HERRY: (Rt SMEEZBERIEEE . BT A DU E BRI AR AMESCHE . 1T LIGE.

CTHGEE . ERAREE S AT AR E RSO E AR R (REgS: 18CYY027) ;o A
R (Abn0) RIS BIIH : 2T — B RE A 1E T SCRl S B R SR e 7 (5
2462020YJRCO02) J“—ff—[H " AE I 1F [ R DUB AL BB AR FE - e R IE (S5 : 2462020YXZZ010)

O HEANRIEHFTH: «<PUEHFRFSERTEHR (20202023 48) » , [EB/OL].
http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwib/xw_zt/moe 357/2021/2021_zt04/zctb/pyxd/baodao3/202009/t20200930_492576.html

@ RPLHTE: Cp i NRILH RATT A& % RS T FAEMN O ZRAFERR BIRNE |
[EB/OL].https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1694073331045922804&wfr=spider&for=pc
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R ZEREAT 70 ZAEZ P CANERBFHR . EAMT 4000 Z K2R3 7 H SR
P, 22O NS 2500 05, RHAE IR T s SO NBGE 242 BRLEE “FE H
FHOEBRRE, TEE0BN, 400 KT IRBERS E AN T R SR I
4 H IR AR 2 ERBGE 1.7 Y. T FILTANERCEER T8I TY . Tilkk
FHERSBFREMR, CPEBEAR St T 201841 H 24, BUYALATR 17 FriE
FEG R A R BN R AT 13 e A R IR BRE. MREH. FERAR. &
F RS L RO, XE kT, B RET RATL (RS MRER)
Ab, o JUF-H0 -5 B H Al IR I R R K

“HSCHERE TS A BT AL N A S AT DR R N A S PR B 4 ] U ¢
PESCHER SEER R, A7k BGE N A RE A R IR Sl — B8 B, H AT AR R B 2
HRATALDGER E X~ A7 ML PGB R AT W DOEREAE T7 AT RN R o ASCE
BT DOERE S AT DOERRE R AT DOEHCEAR T L DGE N A 555745 )
i BRE AT AL PGB R FIR S F

—.  TUNERR

11 L ESRE

PiE h 2R A7 E” # 35 B R 8 A Language for special purposes, Specialized
communication , Professional language , Special language , Specialized language ,
Skill-centered course , English for Occupational/Vocational/Professional Purposes
(EOP/EVP/EPP), English for Academic Purposes, X L8R iEH 48 )& IiE7EST L 77 T8
M. H . English for Specific Purposes FJ45 5 & ESP, X &35 55 & T ®EE
TECMHIGET (AIRIEETE . WASRIE. KR, BEYINE. BHE. TRIGE
%) o

YEF A o< ESP #2AH rBR A 55—  EAP/EEP (English for Academic/Education
Purposes) ——% AR/ HEH RIBIME X GAAN T HAT AR MBI Z mHEHF N

O H2EFE AE 2020 4F E R SCEE AR S BB E[EB/OL ] http://iclew.chinese.cn/page/#/startup, 2020-12-14.
© KR4 400 2T RIS B ANMEH A VR
[EB/OL].http://www.moe.gov.cn/fbh/live/2020/52735/mtbd/202012/t20201209_504293.html, 2020-12-8.
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% . Y% —, EOP/EVP (English for Occupational/Vocational Purposes) B S8 1Y
AR ZRSTIRTEIRA G, FEEZ LB ARE;) . EOP (English for Occupational
Purpose) FEZEHEAE )l I I N I LU TAERR bRt g R R 455
. @ =_ EST (English for science and technology) —— &} H1E HIEE M B MUE
HRERIBFEARN R TR AR N R, WAERZHEHE B LRAE, FNEA
BHESEE L AR5, H2E ) B2 DI3iE o THARIUCE A5 B4R, 328 15 K1
. SR R RS, @

FIE S RATIAH LU B RE IR B, 517 A R R R SR AT ). B
o F TS SCE. PSR, XEHRTIES MBS, #RTIES
R, #HRSRBANTFEHITREM TN SR 1T IIET DA REBM ARk
MR, SHEAES TAES AR . 1735 S A AE S R RFET : F7lk
BEAEAESHE TGS AR5, ZIESESEH RN : BEET IR AT
BHEWHENE L, BRESEHNITIES RE.

MBS RS — BN, BT A5 2HR80E HmAEE N 7 244 s
BT RGEHEE T ARG AT 2277 2800 5% F R BRARIE TG 5 A TG 5 B %

12 P ES AR

FHEPITIE S Z0ER . —EAES (everyday words that we use) ; &%
RiEZ (general academic) ; =E%\iET (domain specific) .

B S P ER S B ANE S ML IES  IKIE S L E5 8, &
B R4 s 3E1E  (general English) F1% [ & 31E (special purpose ESP), %[ TH
MR IVE(ESP) X4y B 2 , — 4% English for academic purpose, —J& English for professional
purpose. E— A% "R HIE X5 T FI AR IGEFIPOILIEE, FI20 business English
[l #RE4> MW R4y . Bl English for general business purpose #1 English for specific business
purpose. FRATIN A H & LEA BN 7. MRS, —ANMEEHR, —
k. FriBEAES . XTERBRGI RS M, WFR. FHMAE. M
RAERT LA enit, XBL. KOs BRE 400, b ARG AEE . msr
Wy AU dUEE. KFHRERSE. Java. HL 2SR ILIAE.

@O X «ESDESP Y . SMEHEEBITE L 1992 45 1 .
@ X <A ESP Y . OMEHEEHITY . 1992 4E55 1 .
@ FtAR. skEY:  CESPEUERBLERISLEY . OMBEEASHY . 1995 45 4 .
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O <«HEHBTWEF2E> |, https://baike.baidu.com/item/[H 4574743 25/16401762fr=aladdin
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1.3.4 5304k

BE 2021482 A%, ERES 140 MER. 31 ANEPRALLE 205 gy 3Lg—
—BEVESCHE, S 40 NEMER. 37T AEMER. 27 ABINER. 1A KENE
s IAEEMBERM 8 NERMER, W THR%E. ®Ha. &l B A #
O EHEESRY. RESREWEERER T HMMEREVE, BIHEHESURE R~
REJREEME PRI RE IR A Z T H (PR IR AEE S P RRTEE. T P KRS
HFAFETH . B E RS HAES) o BN &R TR R & SU8AE £l AR
AA, REXFEAMNA KA SACFNE BRALN T A%, SMEREIMATR, fEhsME1EmH
AER S FES AEASEREH 2, LR TERRHED T/E. mEEER L2 E
B ZRIG. 23S R, AN g A BEREZASR S T AME ,  SONS 1 4% Sk
LALER E R A B EB YT R A5 — i — B TR E R R8O EEE
HFNZE W RS, A BT R Soe#s. B LR AU i o

= TERE

21 ERESR O ZARANS

2014 4, «ES R TP IR TR REY B K5 128 Il A
RHAH , BUJE UMk & 2 IBCR S IHERARE . POLAREERERE, 43
TEFF BT BT AT B S R B A AR R ARRPUL AR F K E
FEHALFINE A AOROBOR B B . EORJRIFBOL AR T, Wi E e N A BRI, TEEN
BREFI R BRI T o B T E R A e 7, R B A e P SCRE A
BR 5 Al SRR A TR S5 S TR, SO AR R A ISR DB AR R &
RINF o 2021 4210 A 12 H, P eip AT ESBEMATEHR T CRTHES BN
WHE IR RAEL . HpRE: 32025 48, PULAREEHAEMBEAMET &
SV AF AR 10% , FE N AR AT RIPODL AR T - P E A

U ER M RN T T KT T
[EB/OL].https://www.chinatradenews.com.cn/content/202103/18¢129269.htm1,2021-03-18.
@ HETHB A : PGB R E R R REA R . CPEPULEAREEY . 2021 45 12 #.
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WEFEFNSS FIERITT 1A o

2020 4EH HRMG AT A S AT H AR 2 A R e 1 22 i BREE AR, FEARSEARFFI
W I BRI R RIS T RARHE RO A R R, 557 BRI A
RAINT . e EBE SRR T HMBE R XA ALDGE AN IR TR
TZENBER, WEAR DS PO dtd, SR RTINS SR b
HTE] 2021 4E 10 A 4 H, EEiZ b8 77 BaES L, BT — TR R Rl
[ R ei B 1945 AEQUSL LK, B RIETT E BRiih AR I IE 5 45K, FERASGE. TR1E.
PUPESFE BT HL RO SEAE L, BN SCHEOO BT . SOl 76 AR E bRt 5
FETE H 4K ME—HOIMAIE S B SO, e JREL T o SCEE R 5 U7 Y
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22— —B B R R/ET L EEN NS

Tl DUERIETT AR R E T, AR 2019 £ 2R PR @RISR R, B
ARBRE T AW SO B IFR T AR TR G IR . UNE S HER T 8 s+
PromBREEN”, T2 JRWIF R SR TR, R E TR S+ mek”, 7ELF)
T3 PSR S5 ", TERMREHIOTR PSR EH AT PR, R R
JICHI AT IR TP S H R 227, AESEE T SR 4 XS PRIE IR 2 Y rp S0 5
UG, Ry g A gk T RN SO e A RERLE B A9

ol BB R T S NER O RE AT I 2013 4 5] SR
—E&7E . PEAESEGAAMAENZTENEE. 25, iR R E
W7 288 T R R ERE JRAT L SR T AR s i A T lliX =280 X8 =7 MLy
BB LA REIRIT 2 HERS S ik TRESA, BBl i [MRERE
BR. WEEY BEY THEN. el il BRI RE R R RERN RN R
RAEKRRA S HHEHL &Rl 155 Dkt @ PRTRE. WEEH. B,

O PAEANRIEHFIR: CRTEHFZHeEZRSE RSB 34675 (HHEHK3635) REEZMEY |
[EB/OL].http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xxgk/xxgk jyta/jyta zcs/202011/t20201125 501575.html.

@ eI <O EBRTER 76 AR ME—FTHIE TR A 78 JHE b EME 2K T B 21TY . [EB/OL].
https://m.gmw.cn/baijia/2021-10/05/1302628612.html.

® HETHB A : PGB E R LR Ry . CPEPULEAREEY . 2021 45 12 H.
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B EARTRE IRIFEE. RS BRI, i B W E P E R
Jili A R TE R RN A BB AT 40% W N A RBUMR GBS i WS E R LA
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AN BRI TR F EWARE .
F 1 B R E AR E R B R TR R N A 2B
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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N e ]
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ANA BB B e 2R, 15 S Ll s RO . S Bl Ol A, B
EE LA, BOELIE, PRtk 5ol % aib.

TP AL POEH - AT R RE 108 3 HY DUHE 3537 DORBUT L AR AE
A FER TR A Bl RS DI IS SC R BE 4% I3 S BRI 31
R TAE AL BRI TR R 2k LLAT N B0 BE D BRI A ROR PP - A7
DB BRI IR STl — B T SO NERH R RET N, R A
NN -

B, EF A ERTRLRE. L EHHGE. BE. RORIEFEEE AL .

B BUAAA: BEBFECUE KBRS BEIrfaE. SRS .

=L Tk A EORAE Tl T Tk A b T By T REANA

SN, BERNA: A PRE R H SRR S IRANS S T R E
BAAMBEZER. PREEHAAE, WBTHEH. WHESEM. W H /R 2T
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TP BOBHCERE M EBNBATSS . BB #E IR HERN . Head L
T 55 38 P YEE IR 5% 2R TN T T BEAT B85 1940

HEATS: RUIRE BARA T, BOABTT TR 2R 5 R 2R R

HOEAG BE RN B S R P RS RS E, X AREERE THA
CU2EST H I, ARTE S8 FE 5 IR R B nss i 47 i 2 51

Yot EbR: BAAE TR IR, HOAEH B A ) B E TR, R
5 ) H X DOEM A ST TR, B ERER A .

HOERNG: FE TRV L B TR RS E S E S SR
WIE S BT I T L S S

eI A, EE SR AN .

A1 MBS [ T8 F DU B A T 60 538 HTDUE - A7 BB S &5 SLbriE s B R
MK, GIAnO B S — A PR RS AT B B R R, A REM R TR, 2.
W4 AL SE S R TIIAV R F By, XSS B, DUl 3% 21 F ok
G, BT, R R B 2R AR T AL A 45 F PTE S AR SURSE I 5 2
BE S VE S BRIMED) B R B T ANR S 5 BE R A BB I & BT LB & i Bk . 8
ME S BT IE S A REREY . E e .

2.4 7 DGE N F IR HIR R

FTRGE (P CHREE) ek X FEEAWM: — &L PR DOE+
. BNz EFLAOR AL T2 R 38 B B3, # T R RBRIUERHITE”, #
L3 2019 4R, FLAKEAL TEB BN EREFE T 200 K2 BUE -+ E A BE AR
AT, T EEBUGAAS RS & RERHTEL T FL T2 b s Gl d
FHAREIWE", A THREAIFR DUE B PG R B, “DOE LS AFAR”
RRBRE . BRAIEA AR T RFATHBEF R VOB RS HE . ¥ RARSE
BT VMIBUES P EMRH RN T/E. ZREARBERAR G T flanKHER
THRE AL AR B A Sk I g A A — A i — BB IR LY . RIEBEIURIL A
2B AE BT H AR G P T, RIEZGEILE R 2E P 7 2 F @i G 9E 1Y), RE=H:
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) HIFTFEEREARFBEIR R EIAIR NI, DI —SH %
B REHARUEIMR R A AL DT H Y SR BAES .
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VEEWHMRA: PSR A R R R AR . CPEBAEAREEY . 2021 45 12 #.
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HIAT AL A Ao RO 38 AR BE AR T ARS8 AT A T AR08 . O T RE B
TPl DUEATE T NSO AN AR AR L R SE A R0 58 Al R DA B A o %
N2z I F A R B F AR DUE KAT LB RERI A

3.3 Ak DGER IR

EE AT W DEHEFINA B RO & e, AU N B, i ER 2 iAT
WDGEL SR Ta BT 25538 TR BER U ARE. (B AR
SR DXL, R EINGR AT, AR E N B SR E AR R DL, LLFSR O )
LIRSS . PRI, BT BGE L, Bz S P E /R, $TE
. TR RES 3R E AL L IOE AA R R TF R E BT L IGE N A HE
REIE . R ERAT AL DOE N A REFE RIS, 5 B B ABAT I AN A RE IR 38R P
Bl o

TEERS AR ARG R AR S H % IR R, ROBARRBEFTHEAR,
T3 s BRI AT ML DOBE B 5 BA R o IR T L DOE I I 3L, A EDUERIM#ET
WA R A, R T BT . 4T BRI T e DOE BB 17
Ml PO Y B AT Ml PUESOMHIE TR ST+ BE 2R AIIR K@ ST+ il — B 2k
ERIES, BABEZRREE N, AR B EHRNED =¥ TE #H.
A BHEGEFBUR

3.4 HENHB AR ERHXEERENE

BT DR RBIR 22 A, HEAR SR AR T SRR, i E
BOEER X AT A B R AR TR EESK, TR IR T kiR AR S0 BRI B B K
SEPLGHRE B N A TR B F e P R B IR AT AT A H G 2 i
A I P T IR R B — B IR R b A 2013 AE—i — (R IR Y 8 4ok,
Il i S BTN A8 77 0 [ B Ak 77 T JC R AT X — B R B S T N A R e Ty
WAL RRAG . B ER A ST R X — B R A A B IR A5 7 07 %%
Tl BUERE gL A T DUOE A R B (A FRATTR

AL DOE N ARG B AT T 5 22 R P i o RO, BT E X T iE
BN HES RN, EEEESY, BERSMIREAFTERESGER, N
P VE S Ao R R R AR 7T I 70 B4R, TP TR AR A R
WPGEH S E R I i R T A S AP E bR S RN A 557 2 H BT 1k MR IE
AR, EAnanfr s B A AR AT R DGE BEFDGE WHRNIDGE. REIRDUE. i
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B RS/ PREDOESEEY WA E SN A SRR T X5 75 5 A
LA FRERE L E ? X L B F AT T DOERI SN B4R 3 1 5 18 o BB B b AT
W REEIEAE R A, 2018 4EM)ILAR A KSR IEFEBUN TARAR & 2 1 b E R K 2 1E
FERREE. "— AR, WREHR HiIHSREHARE R TSGR | R HEFHR
R SR E R K R ERR IR K2R, 2018 4F 6 F, Rt & o EAZ Tl 42 1A 4
FEhBUdE s EB TR, 201948 6 A, HHEEIEAME BFEERE KFE. 2020 47
H . Brra i BUF EA S E R 2 RS BRI H S be a1 3k vp 2 K5 B TR
o 2020 4R 11 J, AR E T EETEMEMRRY:: R, EE SR T
SE P ACBCE A, SRR T RAL A S AR R B BE . 2021 483
3. AR W i B A 0 B2 A P T [ 40 B T 23 DX B8 S I T BE R K7
HIBET DL, ATk POESE AR AR IR WIRITTAG .

3.5 1AL DUES A H#Esh H E DAL R A bR E [ i 5

BE BTSRRI, R B RE" I H M AR EOR BT b E bR S
HHEHERTIL, w1 5 SRR AMERRRE 1 kb B LUE RE g sz AOE
HER HEHE W BB ETE, EAF RS IR E R AT L LR e BT R
SAFEREER A, SRR REE AR RERTUT

3.6 A TRRBHEIT LB EBARKHE

21 A IRE R LA G T N LR R G N TR BT L DUE
AEACEE MO TTRE : #2272 2 RSN 22 ST MR A 2R A T L DUE AR o ARk TAE
B DAl / B 0 ), Rl S D I S R RR A BT RS, BTS2 Bt
BB BOF. witls e EREEETE, S 2200 R B R E TR AR R
BT R AR KBRS BOR A T L DB H A I HES) &

I, 458
A DOEBE I T E S S HE E R R R T 81 TR AR SO A RS
R TTE JRRET BB RS 7 B, 0 B E PR N A R IR R R Y T R
AREESR : AT PGE (FCHBMEEE) AMUBHHRESHFE Rt mBEE5F T
BT REFTHR ST R B LB + B YL T R BT R 2 5 AA B3R PR Uk
BORbR R 2 B X AT B T 5 s B OB BTBRHR S AN A RO N
PR AAHEHE: BIS S LB HST TR FERBO T E LA, EEMH. H
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FRRPL AT WNAEE RS, N EE L e 3= T EAA LTI NA

FABGE (P SCHROLET ) RTE P ERBORE [ —RAARE, P E AR
G5l BRI I BB L A B BRI B R R R . A AR R AT
B2 A7 PUBEHEAAMT R i — B E K AT AT DOEAR AN P 4 T P i
NS FE R DGE N A TR BT WA ST b & s S an ik
Wee B AAAT AL PR N A BRI i %8 2l — % B0 R A 8
I B A6 N A 7 @A - BT i A RS ? - BURF B 5B A 55 7 s e AR — il —
[ R SEPOFHEATIREC WA T DGE N A SR B AT PRAl ? X LR [ R A
A Ml BB 7 2 T 0 Y R AL

E = P4 N

[1FE A, kEH:  <ESP ZAHBLESELEY , <IMEEZFESHTY . 1995 45545 4 1.

2089 «FHAN ESP #H2Ey , <IMEHFS5HFIEY . 1992 4E55 1 #.

3L «FVHBREIEN AR BT WIHEEEREY . <HMEEF> 2001 45 1 1.

4] «FHZITWEBF4r25Y , https://baike.baidu.com/item/[F 45547143 24/16401762fr=aladdin

SPEEARM . <ol B bRt 76 AERME—HIEEITIES 58 78 JREBRTHMES K T i T
[EB/OL]. https://m.gmw.cn/baijia/2021-10/05/1302628612.html

[CIEBFWHEMITA: <P SRR B ERRRENERY . CGPEPAVEAREETY |
2021 445 12 1.

(71 NRIEFEEFEH: CKRTEH T E2HeER RSB RSB 3467 5 (HE K363 5)
RRREL IR
[EB/OL].http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xxgk/xxgk jyta/jyta zcs/202011/t20201125 501575.html

B4 NRILFEHEFH: <R BF RT3 (20202023 4E) » , [EB/OL].

http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwib/xw_zt/moe 357/2021/2021 zt04/zcfb/pyxd/baodao3/202009/t2020
0930_492576.html

[T ML H]: <A N RIEHN[E [ REFTAIFES & 2+ DI FAR LRI — O Z T4 JE % HARSNED,
[EB/OL].https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?1id=1694073331045922804 &wfr=spider&for=pc

— —

Professional Chinese Teaching and Research

Abstract With the continuous development of “The Belt and Road”, the problem of people-to-people communication has
become more and more prominent. The cultivation and usage of industry Chinese talents are a crucial way to solve this
problem. At present, there are very little research on industry Chinese, and Chinese for specific purposes used by the
academic circles is translated from English, which does not conform to China's national conditions and culture. On the basis
of sorting out the source and development of industry Chinese, the text defines industry Chinese, and believes that industry
Chinese has the characteristics of internationalization, industrialized, interdisciplinary and intercultural. Industry Chinese is a
systematic project involving the interaction and linkage between Chinese and foreign governments, universities, and
enterprises. This article particularly emphasizes the demand for industry Chinese talents in the countries along "The Belt and
Road". Based on the supply relationship, it discusses the characteristics of industry Chinese teaching, and systematically
analyzes the training programs, training methods and teaching methods of such talents. Industry Chinese is one of the

significant means to enhance China's soft power, and it is also one of the necessary criteria for evaluating whether Chinese
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colleges and universities have reached the first-class level.
Keywords industry language, industry Chinese, the Belt and Road, Country-Specified, Specialization, Professional

Orientation, Government-enterprise-university cooperation
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KA R BAT DR 5B FE 5

W& SkEh¥E® WeiHong® R
(ETTRZEBRH S b s R R A BN b %
College of Liberal Arts, Purdue University?)

TR B RRETT— AR E E 5T, ORI S 1A R AT = A T 4 20
R KA BT AL DOR R BEA B SRR ST . DU TR Bl ASONAT L BUE IS
S BARI BB TR FiBL AT M DOB R M S HAE 5 BB e . 2R0E5 1A E
HUBERTY T
KW TIWIXIE;, AREGR
515

B L R AR TRV SOl BB 0 R AT 1
BUB. [R5 S IO WSRO T — MBI (LR %
TR, TG, T AL DGR AR LR S5 Ml T A ) 25
FARN G, SRR AL R, R B L.

A T AL D R 4 T 2 B S O A 5% FEBIE T T, AT AT
GUAETE BRI . AL LI PO BRI S 2 LIOTEN. AESCBTT , e
BB, h IR SR SR AR Y, S
R AN MUK IR . RN Ll PR 41 A 518 51 0 S %
HFFER . IR 53 S5 2 B AR D 1 2 L XA L 7
TSR

— P DGEEB IS
(—) 1AL POEM KA
AL POERIRL AL BEAS M DL A AREIBRRE , 3 TA7 M DUE BB RIF 5T A 5K

BRHERAE EE AR R H AR IS R . A RN AL BUER & AR S
I, WARIENS LAESSMNERR, IEAHELIX ), A5 1RE K& . AR I
NHIBRRFESR ,  H R Tk B0 $ H AR SR BT BLar A2
—REPDGE, BEE BRI, EfF (2005) $2H TR B ARDOERC”
(Language Course for Special Purposes) , #§H & s u A& (L& RAFSE) )
BRI 55 SR T A7 BRAL DOFE o L (2010) A “BRAVBUERE 128 2 id

YOEIRMAE AR A E )T K TR E BR T SCEE R, WBgE: 361000, HEiE: 13779954256, HEA -

zhuyu@xmu.edu.cn
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REBIANA WL RE ST, RAEIRY h RIR S bR R M — P A RE . B N L0
HERNBORT . =E4 (2020)  BE4ER (2020, 2022) « IEEN] (2022) Xf<HRy;
DR B E A R IR N ey e Y BRI AR REE o e TR D0 - %[ BR BRI 0TS
AR E SO 45 B B _E LGB 5 — 38 5 BB AR ey € B ARG S i
FBIFDGE”, EART HHE BN TR A BERGE”, AR TR R st
HPGE™ 2 pGE”, s HAHME R SR LR T4 i85 . il BAREREA T
A, ABFEARHGRBE] T IGER —orik B DUERI A RS ORI A DUE . £%
TR DGEX — 23 3 T X7 TR SOERAARPGE , BALBGEZ TRt & 78 ML
DUETEI

73— RIEAREF T, SASC 1T LS5 S . 48R (2011)
PRB“L TR PUE A B L pGE , IR L PGE. TRLLBGE.
LW BPGE CRELPOE. BAEL LIOES”, IRIRFARL, 55RMKRH
LA PUOE: WSS B TR S AT 16 5 8 hn % VIR R L 55 DU, Ani A
FESNKSN S E S ANADE BHADUE FFDOE IRIFIOE. TREDOE. A RDIE.
FRZEPOE EIEDGE DAZEDUE Rl 2 f RE R &5 D0OE. 5008, F%7
AR B 55 DUTE " 5 AR SR IR AT ML DUE A A AT & 3, R F TR AT L4
SEMEE FEEY A IE -

il (industry) & B R GE TR0} E RS R 20 A1 4E AL s H R 454
AR AT AR ARG o P ML AR HANTS 5 AT R, R, ]
ol H AR B A PR, D JRST LA HA 15 A2 HERRIZEE,
LB/ SRR, EREREYOL, (5B E R/ RE BRORIRS L., &R,
Pl AHEERIRT 95 RS . Bl SRR STl AR/ BRI 28 IR D
Ji Bk ST ME PR AR S5, 3R, AW & TAE, Ui/ inll, A3t
EHAL SRS A, EERAL. B (register) J& [ H BB A F AT L)
EEARE, EEHRRRE. W BB RE. FIRSGER ok BIUES
HETTHBBGEMBADE, Z1THEIGE T 20 AT W BGEM AR DGE, 173 EA ™
Ry AL POERIRSS Wi o P lk BB T LR 250 2 RO SRR AR BUE . Rk
G5l BGE N 7 AL DGEMAERT DUE . TR T A7 M DUE TR H N ERIR S E ke A SR
PEAT AHIRIE TSR AR Tl DUE R AN [l 7 Ml BB A 2 22 5 15 3l 4 R I
S IR, 2R AR S B AR AT DUERDUR I — P A, &f7
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MR DU S BiE Bh i 1 R BURFAE . T 1 AT W DUE I N R R R B

(=) 17k PUEE S FEe
MIEF R RN DAT L DGETE T RS, RS ESOGES AR EES

%, DT PGB ER T S SR TR, KRET 4 A=A iERER G R,
& SO HAREAEE

TEVEFIERERET T , 7 (2007) , JEE#ME (2011) , R (2013) , JKA4.
ZEGHESR (2015) , SR—FL. #HM3E (2017) , Xi4g (2018) % AXFEAT AL BUERIE )
A NCAE BN LU DT AT TR IE . SRR SRR L o R ST
XEAR (1996) FHIT T AN DUBERIMBRETIE, RIE:. TERR (2016) 434 18T DLE
MR RS, FHT (2008)  FERBEL (2011) « 2SR (2013) .« KL (2013) 25 AH
CESAEDOERRINE , W HIIREPT . RIS T AT T 0 HT

TEE SCE 7T, 2487 (2003) |, RBe. 5 EF (2013) , k. F30K (2014),
Boker (2015) , W (2020) , BRFH#EZ (2021) , 5. Wil R (2022)
8 NI DUE I VE SUPE AT, o Bk 21 LU L BUE B A1) 75 SCRRF SR 42
WA T IARPGEFT WAETE ZALNAE R . B RS (2005) X w55 DUE IR A iz -
5 SRUE AT 7B AT, BT, BRI (2022) MBS SCILAR A L T BR8E TR 9E DLE
FAJAR, INAUREE T P P 75 SOA0 28 SR BREE T AR RN A, AR P B EE TAR e 0UE
i ORI AR A 25 4 o

TEVEAIES T, Rk, BIBE (2001) , kMg (2016) , ¥, X (2017)
25 N7 I DOE I E R TE 5 BN IE  TRAIAT S50 B EAT THRAT, AT (2018)
MR B AU 5T T YA ENE S TN . BRI R TR R — BT HE
SR IR R AR T B, BRI KRR (2020) XRS5 DUE A RIE 5 LRI
T Z BRI, MDOEETT A R EWEEH . R AT, WL AERES T TS
T

SR TR 5T A BN 45 (0L 18 B3 A AT LB 5 AT T IR %R, BB AT
M SCAR AT DB R IR 5 VB SCAR T, ARIEEE (2022) XX JEp
PO A TVES W LL AT, i R A DGE I TE S FHE AT . TESHHERT R 0, 254
Jik (2019) X H§ 45 DUE S VEBM T SCE S BB  T BAH 58, YN H BT 45 D05
M IS B ST A R A B s ABHEMS (2020) « BRHARH (2020) 43 BIHRZR T HikiER L
DG B TARDGE S BN FRHTE S 22 5, T3 H B2 AT I BUE BUEE 5 R AR SC
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Ao TLAEFE (2021) $RE T AR A AR Ao PRI, 224 i S0 T 55 DUB TSN
BHNE SR, WX PR DORREM M TR Bt T 2 H MR, P A% (2021) W
FRHE R A BT TR DGER BE 5 Z 57207 7 2480, IR RE. THEE
A PRI R ENE S ZRN BRI BRE (2021) « A (2021) 235050
B 7 IR R BE TSR TR S 2. BRDUAR (2023) 70 M 1AM DGR INTE & RHE
Je H A ERE AR AR

TP PGE R DR SURAR AR, TR 5 S0 AR b T A7 4, 1A E
ERERAT W DUERT TR EERIR 18 B MR IE#is AT L POE R 2R AR, 3R
BUE. #EEBT BT S E LI R, R e ST B R R, BRRE
P2, BEIAEHERLTE SL BN AT o ARUCONZERIBLIE , AT LU AR it A N7 Mk DUE
TR S MU AT AL DUESE T E 1 > BN T RERETE TAE P AHA AT T H 75, SR
A2, Hss 2] AR X T —BOE & fE TSI F RE T

(Z) A PGEH A HIE
L PUBEBCEA B ERN R SR E AT IF R IEA . U R, A RE S 4 b L3

FHEES BMRE . BOAHEAENRE . LUIHRES BT AR B
——JEE N BIRICAH2EY (Content-based Instruction, CBI) FIBEKIH N 7515 5 Ml A2
2] (Content and Language Integrated Learning, CLIL) , P& #B5RiE{EIE S 2 A MR
FUPA AR, EERESE. RGMESSMHME CREkME, DFK, KREPE, 2022) |
HOFHI FE . SE PR S

HRER. FEAE (2008) |, BFEHE. AFHFE (2008) . MK, HERSF (2010)
i (2013) , B3, XIR (2015) S ABIIL T WA RIER B AL, il SHEF st &
53 BT S S T7 VR RAE B N B AR FE R AR I AT A7 o DL 2R R AAZ O R STk v, X
AHHE (2013) RLABUGEB A AN R HRSTIREE LIS I N R« R5E
B (2020) RN BFIRICBE S EINE ST DOEB R AL RE . I\ CBL A LLikA
ITESE 2 T A BB FNIR R i A2 o SR A AT s . DAt R SRS, AR H
NBIRFERBOEER, M2 IE TR, Wi T RER BIIT . AT DUER SRR
PR E AR R R BB BRSO R RE M E SN, R KRR
B b2 T CBI BB . skiki%, Zi3CHE, PMELF (2021) X BRFERIEF T

N ERFCARNE e AR SR DL B AR ) T RAE ) B T I ANRA AR O R B B ARBM S BB S RE 1 52
KINFIF fE (Genesee, 1989; Met, 1991, 1999)
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HOPFG TR, RIFE S B E S YRR BEANRE . WA Y% HIE
B E R ST E R A5 B T B A R HAE A2 T B, S &8
7, 3 CBLiE M T9E S+ RE %2

JA% 5 (2004) , FFIE (2008) , fHRZF (2017, 2018) , HREK. XUk (2020),
H¥E By (2021) , REGE. ZE Bgty (2021) , ZEEAT. BRRHPE DL, At
(2021) , Zeddg. HRIK (2022) XFWASIEF LA IIT 7000, MWHEEEER.
IRFRE S LR 21 E AL MITEAESRSE A BE R T N A 518 S A B
KORE (2015) (A4 CLIL BIBFFE N e o 4 A LB, TERMER Xt CLIL #17%
B, DA HAvsegch Fea A RS, I HARH CLIL AR AR T 07 00 02 SR i
TEIEANT . L T IC R IR (RAS (2017) A RFER 45 JiE NS Bt b B2 Y
A5V I AR T B AR AE S R ARSI, (1 45 BRI B
B AR SIEERE R, FiE, B (2018) MIESHAE. 55 MR,
W5 AR BRI AL TR A B T R 55 SE I R A R , DU SC B2 R RE S ARl
TR HRER. Xk (2020) #ii¥ 7 CLIL MBS 2L, 18, g5
FIE . NENINE E OIS DU S S IE, 3R T & RIS TN AE S RS
HOE N, RN A EH A,

WA IRFER B 5N A 518 5 LA 2 12 TR E B 500N EF > 5 %08 F A B Ah 02
B, ERIAE SRR N QB S E S B IR s AT DUB ST R o ok
B2 (4 [ P9 23 R FE % 1) RS & 0 S by I A3 B A 2 0 T T
WE, MALTHEREN B HENZFE RN SICPRRIGEE N 38, W& &
DUBM AT EETIL, AREFENE— I R 5

= I UER A SR
(—) ATk DB AT ERIR
ASCGET T 2w B KR & My 2R AR BGERE ) 3 S O S B A I DL, 23 A T 1]

RAERH A TT B D 3R 1 P SR B AR D3R %l 8, DL RSB i Tk
ME L RE R SOk, BRar b escagite METR. BB, 457, TIkGEH
BELEAR LM TAR, B EEE B PUH 07 g7 SC R UG T — L8,
RR T ALY, BURERER, REFSHD, B B A R (54
TEEM T, ARAT BB b 2 T RS S MR A S ge i, BE 2023 452 1,
H KR 3R RO %247 1 2 500 P 1T R v SCObS o Bk 1T T g b SCEO 0 A
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FI5 30 IRIEH SO BHEPS. B AP, A% rhar. ZEdhs. Bl
BHI AEHI R BRI BUAT I MU R DOEIL 14 4
T2 Hrp 84.07%H A B FERT 55 H SC (15 L 55.20%) Jikii (A b 12.08%). Bt
B LG 10.38%) AR BE2f i SC(E L 6.41%)4 R4, fEH AR 10 P @b S0
Fref, AT L5 LG 5.41%) 5 388 A SC(A b 4.12%) 5 FA 8 . HARFO I AR
FELISTE 2% LT
TEHF R IR E T, ARG ERBPAEFELER", AR R
RE S IR BRI UL, A WP AME S R AL GEEHO) H3h T 2022 4£5EH
L SCHIROL B R B PR H A %300 H B BB TAT L DUB A i Y
—HRgy, AR I H BRI R E Y R E BR T SCEE AT DGR R R E S E
(=) A PGEH A TR
AGE T EATWDERATTERM PAZ OIITI e SRR, 3t 114 58, HpRissi

B TIE X ZIE 44 5, R0 HHORIT 40%. BrEPUE. REDUEME A DUER
BThe s EME L . TRDGE. SNSRI DOERIACR AR 9 MIEL . B8 AT
b, EAELNDRTE GIGALIGESE . T 7T RETHE . IATEIEDRE. MR IGE
FATWDOEMZ B T RRYRTE, H H BiBOA AATH R A% O TE S
7k BUE HSCAZ O TR S E
R 95 DUE AR (1999) . MIFHBE (1999) , KA (2003) , B #eFy (2003), 33

A (2006, 2011, 2012) , YLRESE (2006, 2011, 2012, 2014,

2015, 2019) ., #fE (2007) , ZEHE (2007) , F/NE. FLIHE

(2008) , THR¥ (2009) , Zlk A fi4E (2009) , T 47k (2010),

HHRE (2010) , XHEHE (2010) , 5K[AZE (2010) , %2738 (2010),

X#a (2011) , FEESC (2011) , #hfliEs (2012) , 224, s

Fi (2012) , $FE (2014) , FpLL LB = (2014) , FZEF (2014,

2016) , EBAE (2016) , fhig. fhFse (2019)

B RDGE EHi (2000) , FEFe (2008) , FF4E (2009) , x|+ (2010), 7
WEM (2013) , 4KAfH (2014) , S (2019)
B2 GE FERL (1992) , FREHA. SIL. #FHZE (2011) , XJFH . KL 8

A PR (2012) , TERLC (2014) , GKREOP (2019) , #RE
P EMIE (2020)  1RAEES BALP KRGS (2020) , HEE.
FHE. FHESE (2021)

AR BrAeEr (1991) , A&fidn (2004) 2
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TR E whi. kS EREE (2021) 1
A DGE % (2022) 1
St 52

AR L DB R RAAEAN P BLS , (ARXE TIEFIR , REWHF L
AR FATHE WL BAYRE L ol 5 AT HER A N ZE T S S Zn T i & 1 T s DR
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MBHRNERF . EEA 7y =2K:

L S B R

B S J OT B R TR R BT DGE AN A Bt i) (BRms) |
HeAE A USSR RERESHE B 2 B 2B AT, A DR 22
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HRBO R B (PR 2012, 2014)
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PRI A& I TATE . AIURIFRIE . 2 HeFS(2003) 7041 17 1 55 DU TRl 0 0 B s R
s BAETITERTECIE R ERPET o ZpeE. I BOMIBR G TERHT
TIHTESF . RTIEE BRE, XISCQOIDMIGETRICH 23 A R EILR,
TPERRTERIRE . (RALIAI AL B TUAN T, W BEARA ST D35 7 2 BERY AT 1Y
FCACPEREAT T 74T s

ZRHEAINN AL SR RERV YR SIS & A I 24 BN 5 - Ik i -1 (2019)
HitE MAEEE AT, DRFCHI Y HVEAT Rl i, fRE-P (2020) &5 il Sei ik B Sell i
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22



CHINESE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES,1(1) SPRING, 2024 ISSN2758-6081

MNAET 5510 R P Rl & 4 G B RA

RTEBLH, CAMRERRER AT E RN  #eeps iR Rk E. 1
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AERA BB, kT RAT L DUER IR A N AR H AR
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The Theoretical Background and Practical Orientation of Industry Chinese

Abstract With the in-depth development of Sino-foreign exchanges and cooperation in various fields,

Industry Chinese, which is characterized by subject integration, has become increasingly important. From
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the range and context, Industry Chinese refers to the Chinese widely used in the units or organizations of
economic production and management, which is different from Professional Chinese and Workplace
Chinese. As the realization of Chinese for specific purposes in industry area, Industrial Chinese is based on
the theoretical background of language communication theory, speech act theory and system-functional
linguistics, and has a distinct interdisciplinary nature. The continuous deepening of globalization process
and the ever-increasing improvement of China's comprehensive national strength have expanded the types
of Industry Chinese which is closely related to the use of Chinese in industry communication. From the
perspective of Industry Chinese, we should focus on the development status of various industries such as
economy, culture, education, diplomacy, and take practicality as the basic orientation and primary
principle. This should be reflected in different degrees in various aspects such as language elements,
language items, knowledge structure and communication skills.

Keywords Industry Chinese, Theoretical Background, Practical Orientation
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On the Three Recursive Dimensions of Zhongyong

OUYANG Zhenren,
School of General Education at Wuhan Business University,
Center of Traditional Chinese Cultural Studies and School of Chinese Classics at Wuhan University, Wuhan,
China
TIAN Yu?
School of Foreign Languages at Wuhan Textile University, Wuhan, China

Abstract The true spirit of the ancient Chinese classic, Zhongyong, has long been
misinterpreted. To rectify previous misconceptions, this essay explicates the core ideas of
Zhongyong from the following three aspects: first, Heaven is the origin and root of man;
second, one should be diligent and make unremitting efforts to make up for his lack of talent;
third, the destiny bestowed on man by Heaven is profound and eternal. Zhongyong elaborates
not only on the dignity of man, but also on the three kinds of pursuit: first, since Heaven
nurtures man, man should follow the Way of Heaven in return; second, one ought to possess
the utmost sincerity tirelessly and endlessly; third, one should study extensively, inquire
accurately, reflect carefully, differentiate clearly and practice earnestly on a regular basis.
Based on such a premise, one would be impulsive, energetic, firm and enduring; he would be
self-adjusted, grave, and never swerve from the Mean; he would be accomplished, distinctive,
concentrative, and searching; he would possess infinite wisdom that resembles the surging
spring and the bottomless abyss; he would also possess thoughts that are deep and
unintermittent. Eventually, he would be able to achieve the Mandate of Heaven without any
trace, create and contribute according to the Way of Heaven, as well as comprehend and
cultivate everything there is on earth.

Keywords Golden Mean, the Book of Change, Mandate of Heaven, Temperament, Balanced
Harmony

Zhongyong is one of the most representative and influential classics in ancient Chinese
culture. However, there have been serious issues with its interpretation from the perspectives
of both the masses and scholars for long, which has resulted in a misconception of the ancient
Chinese culture, particularly the spirit of pre-Qin primitive Confucianism. The reasons why
there are such misconceptions are that some people have always chosen to ignore the truth,
some have been easily convinced by the legends and others have spread falsehoods. What on
earth is “Zhongyong (the Golden Mean)”? In folklores, it means “to get rid of the two
contrasting and extreme advices and then apply the middle ground to the ruling of the
people”. Hence, “Zhongyong” means “to apply the middle ground”, in which “Zhong” means
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of the Chinese Confucian Academy, Wuhan, China.
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“the middle” and “Yong” means “to apply”. Following this way, Zhong Yong has become the
principle of “being sophisticated and playing safe” in life, hence a philosophy of
reconciliation or mediation for its own sake in the society. Since the texts of Zhongyong were
not studied thoroughly by the masses, who had no practical needs for the very essence of its
spirit, serious misinterpretations of the concept of the Golden Mean and the quotations from
the classic had been formed gradually. Therefore, it is vital that we probe into the very core
of Zhongyong, so that its authentic significance would be uncovered.

Heaven is the Origin and Root of Man

The key to Zhongyong is “Tian (Heaven)”, which exhibits the supremacy of what makes
man. “Tian Ming Zhi Wei Xing (what Heaven has conferred is called the nature of man)”
means each person has the background of “Heaven”, and that “Xing Qing (one’s
temperament)” and the very nature of man are revealed and passed down via “Ming
(destiny)” arranged by “Heaven”. Therefore, no matter what era, nation or country it is, the
existence of man should always be the noblest. Each individual should be entitled to being
cared for by his country and the government. As Mencius once quoted on the Book of History,
“The commoners were born in Heaven, so were the kings and masters, whose sole
responsibility was to care for the former in the name of Heaven”. © This means Heaven has
bred and nurtured man, built government institutions, and set the officials and teachers as role
models whom the masses could learn from. In other words, the sole responsibility of the
government, officials and teachers is to love the masses in the name of Heaven. As Mencius
also stated, “The people are the most precious, the states are less precious and the kings are
the least precious”, ®which is closely related to the idea of “Heaven” in Zhongyong.

At any time, when it comes to the issue of man, one cannot proceed without the concept
of “Heaven”. According to the author of Zhongyong, no matter the four seasons, rain or shine,
or the nourishment of all things in the world, they were all subsumed by “Heaven”. When its
power was passed down to man, it would naturally have the connotations of domination and
destiny. Therefore, for the concept of “man”, there exists a sense of religion, which is
mandatory and has a state of holiness that would be the origin and destination for them.
Among the historical literature that are relevant, only the ideology of Chapter Qian Xi, the
Book of Changes can be compared to Zhongyong, and it says, “How vigorous and
magnificent the Qi of Qian is! It is the power source for the creation and transformation of all
things. Such power is integral to the entire process of the Way of Heaven, which subsumes
the movement of the clouds, the falling of the rain, and all things there are. The sun rides the
carriage driven by six dragons, and the dragons are controlled by Xihe, so the world is ruled
in order. The change of the Way of Qian enables all things to have their own lives, unique
endowments and characteristics, which has presented a scene of a colorful and
well-organized world. If the Way of Heaven were applied to man, then there would be

O s Zhu Xi, «PYHEAIEEY Sishu zhangju ji zhu [Commentaries on the Four Books],  (Jt.3% Beijing: Hi4E4 )5
Zhonghua shuju [Zhonghua Book Company], 2012) , 216,
@ JE kA4S, #5375 T
1bid., pp, 375.
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sufficient material wealth and the world would be ruled in order.” “The ideas of this
quotation from the Book of Changes run through the entire book of Zhongyong, since the
latter was based on the ancient theory of Five Elements (see arguments below), and it
incorporated the idea of “Heaven of Qianyuan” which is the creator, guardian and cultivator
of all things according to the Book of Changes, and that both classics aimed to address the
issues of the origin and the ultimate destination of man, as well as the fundamental issue of
how the political system would best help cultivate one’s utmost potential and value them the
most.

“‘Zhong’ means that one is able to withhold his emotions such as happiness, anger,
sorrow and joy, and ‘He’ means one expresses his emotions moderately.” This quotation is
about one’s emotional state and how it should be expressed based on the social etiquette.
Before one expresses his emotions, it is “Xing (Nature)”; in the process of one’s expression
of emotions and one’s state of being afterwards, it is called “Qing (Emotions)”. The “Zhong”
mentioned above is “the origin of the world” which is also the embodiment of the nature of
the Mandate of Heaven in one’s heart. Since it originated from both “Heaven” and the
“Mandate”, it would have unquestionable holiness, justice and completeness. However, one
should be keenly aware that the author of Zhongyong did not only praise the magnificence
and supremacy of Heaven, but also emphasized on the origin and background of the nobility
of man. The meaning implied was that all men were created equal by “Heaven” regardless of
the family background, and that no nation, government or country at any time would have the
right to deprive them of their innate rights. The origin of man was the equivalent of nobility.
If one strived for good deeds and pursues his ideals, he should not be stopped, as Confucius
said, “If a man only wishes to live a normal life, then he would become moral.” ®In addition,
in Chapter Shu’er, the Analects, it also said, “The general of an army may be captured, yet a
commoner shall not be robbed of his free will”, ©®which had also expressed the same idea.

From the previous paragraph, if “Xing” were compared to water from Yangtze, then
one’s emotions would be the waves on it. If “Qing” were compared to the hidden roots of a
tree, then one’s emotions would be the swaying trunk, leaves and fruits moisturized by the
sun and rain. Yet it is worth noting that, firstly, since both have their origins from “Heaven”,
they are completely inseparable and are intertwined with each other all the time. Secondly,
their forms of representation have always been different. “Xing” refers to various innate
qualities of man, which need to be cultivated with one’s life-long efforts, as the term “Xing
Zhi De (the nature of man is morality)” from Zhongyong. Notice “Zhi” here is a verb, as in
“Shuai Xing Zhi Wei Dao (an accordance with nature is called the Way)” at the beginning of
Zhongyong. “Shuai Xing (to act in accordance with human nature)” means the “Way”
achieved through following the broadness, brilliance and eternity of “Xing” of the Mandate
of Heaven. This “Way” is the totality of Ren (Benevolence), Yi (Righteousness), Li
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(Decorum) and Zhi (Wisdom) proposed by Mencius, which is known as the famous “Si Duan
(the Four Initiators)” of “Xing” of the Mandate of Heaven. However, “Xing Zhi De” is the
process of transformation for each individual, which is also the process of learning that is “Xi
Xiang Yuan Ye (men become widely different by practice)” as Confucius noted in Chapter
Yanghuo, the Analects. Since all individuals grow up, experience life and learn differently,
their degree of the Four Initiators shaped and philosophy of life from the nature of man would
vary accordingly. It is precisely because of this great difference in degree and depth that each
individual, based on his life experience, has a different sense level of sympathy, shame,
altruism, right and wrong as well as “Qing” mentioned in the Four Initiators, therefore the
processes, principles and outcomes of one’s deeds would all vary. It is therefore said that “a
small error could lead to a huge mistake in the end”. In this way, man’s “Ming (Destiny)”
would vary considerably.

In the view of pre-Qin Confucianism, the reason why each individual’s “Ming” varied
was not that he was restricted by “Heaven”, but that his ways of learning and doing good
deeds were different. In Zhongyong, it said, “The Way may not be left for an instant; if it
could be, then it would not be the right Way.” Therefore, the “Way” is the foundation of life,
as well as the bottom line of the political principles and moral ethics in the society. It is also
the moral standards of man, and it cannot be slack off or left in the slightest, for without it
there would be no more man. The differences between people are dramatic, and sometimes
even unimaginable, which are actually bought by their inner cultivations.

From the point of view above, pre-Qin Confucianism particularly emphasized on the
importance of learning. Their logic is that “Heaven” is perfect, men are the result and a part
of “Heaven”, and therefore no man is perfect. No one is born flawless, or never makes
mistakes in the process of growing up, as this was thoroughly explained in Zhongyong:

(1) Cheng (Sincerity) is the Way of Heaven; honesty is the Way of man. The sincere are
able to achieve the Way of Zhong without perseverance and then attain without reflections.
They follow the Way of Zhong and hence are called sages. The sincere choose to do good deeds
and then follow through. They study extensively, inquire accurately, reflect carefully,
differentiate clearly and practice earnestly. They either never study, or they keep studying until
knowledge is acquired; they either never inquire, or they keep inquiring until answers are found;
they either never reflect, or they keep reflecting until sense is made; they either never
differentiate, or they keep differentiating until truth is revealed; they either never practice, or
they keep practicing until skills are mastered; one should be diligent and make unremitting
efforts to make up for his lack of talent. If one followed the Way of Zhong, he would become
wise even though he was born foolish, and he would become strong even though he was born

weak., @

From quotation (1), it is quite obvious that the “learning” emphasized in Zhongyong is to
learn from “Heaven”, since the essence of “Heaven” is “Cheng”. Since “the utmost sincerity

O RF R, 8 121-122 H.
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never stops” and “without sincerity nothing is possessed”, one would not be able to achieve
success even once throughout his life. The process of learning means that one makes progress
from being flawed to perfect, and “Cheng” is the fundamental virtue of “Heaven”, therefore it
is “the origin of the world”, and it is the concrete embodiment of “Zhong” from “Heaven”.
The “Zhong” from “Heaven” is “Way”, which is “Ming” and “Heaven”. Therefore, the

concept of “Cheng” is inseparable from other basic ones such as “Heaven”, “Ming”, “Xing”,
G‘Qing” and ‘GWay”.

Regarding “Cheng”, Chen Rongjie argued, “In Zhongyong, extensive discussions have
made ‘Cheng’ a comprehensive psychological, metaphysical and religious concept. It is not
just a state of mind, but also an active force that helps transform and accomplish things
constantly, so that Heaven and man could be unified in the interactive process”. “Therefore,
for anyone who is dedicated to the Way of the superior man, “Cheng” is not only s driving
force, a projection of the origin of and destination in life, but also a realm of life where
religion and aesthetics are intertwined. As evidence could also be found in Zhongyong,
“(Therefore) the utmost sincerity never stops. This would mean it would be long-lasting,
revealed, eternal, broad, deep, brilliant and magnificent in the end. Broadness and deepness
could bear the weight of all things there are in the world, brilliance and magnificent cover
them, and eternity breed them.” ®This classic has turned the origin and purpose of man into
a process in which he not only affects the world, but also himself, and he “Le Shan Bu Juan
(enjoys doing good deeds tirelessly)”. In such a process, one constantly pursues “Zhong” and
realizes his value continuously, and he strives relentlessly to approach the broadness and
deepness, brilliance and magnificence as well as the eternality of Heaven, which would
eventually lead to the greatness of one’s morality and good deeds, the “practice” of the signs
from Heaven, and the unification of Heaven and man.

One Should Be Diligent and Make Efforts to Make up for his Lack of Talent

The reason why the power and functions of learning are emphasized so much is, the
foothold of the “San Ju Jiao (Instruction of the Three Sentences)” should be “Xiu Dao Zhi
Wei Jiao (the regulation of the path to one’s nature is called instruction”. According to the
author of Zhongyong, it is every man’s innate mission to go from the process of “Instruction”
to the “Way” of Heaven. Therefore, everyone should self-cultivate, upgrade his temperament
and return to “Cheng”, which belongs to the Way of Heaven. As Mencius argued in Chapter
Jinxin I, the Book of Mencius, “He who tries his best to do good deeds would know his very
nature. Once he knows his nature, he would understand the Mandate of Heaven. He would
then need to preserve his kind-heartedness and nature to serve Heaven. No matter living a
long or short life, one needs to focus on his self-cultivation and upgrade his temperament, and
this would be the right path to a peaceful life.” ©
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From the quotation above, Mencius clearly demonstrated the motivation and the whole
process of “instruction being the regulation of the path to one’s nature” in Zhongyong. What
Mencius meant was, “Xing” originated from the Mandate of Heaven without any signs, just
like “water” under the waves or the “roots” under the tree. Therefore, it is only through “Jin
Xin (to try one’s best)” that one would know his “Nature” and then cultivate the implications
of “Xing”, so that it would become effective. It is only by “comprehending Xing” that one
would “comprehend Heaven”. The nature of benevolence, righteousness, decorum and
wisdom, as well as acting upon knowing, would all be reflected in one’s emotional
expressions such as sympathy, shame, altruism, right or wrong, etc. Once an individual
achieved the broadness and deepness, brilliance and magnificence, as well as the eternality of
“Heaven”, he would approach the all-rounded sageness of “Heaven”. The purpose of “Jin
Xin” and “Zhi Xing (to know one’s own nature)” is for one to improve himself, which are
termed “Cun Xin (to preserve one’s kind heart)” and “Yang Xing (to upgrade one’s
temperature)”, so as to “Shi Tian (to serve Heaven)”. The process of “Shi Tian” is one in
which one not only makes accomplishments himself, but also helps others do so, and that he
should persevere no matter in richness or poverty. “Yao Shou Bu Er (to be committed no
matter living a long or short life)” shows one’s faith in Heaven, which is the spirit of
indomitability and consistency. Such a spirit is not only a feeling of gratitude to “Heaven”,
but also a process of caring for one’s own life in every possible way, from being flawed to
the perfect “Ren Yi Li Zhi (Benevolence, Righteousness, Decorum and Wisdom)”. The final
ideal state of man is the highly rationalized freedom as narrated in Chapter Weizheng, the
Analects: “He would follow his heart and never exceed his limits”. @

Therefore, the superior man cannot fail to self-cultivate at any time. To quote from
Zhongyong, this means “the superior man would be discreet and awestricken even when he is
all by himself. Since a man’s character can be seen from the subtlest words or deeds of his,
the superior man should always be discreet”. Pre-Qin Confucianism regarded “Xiu Shen
(Self-cultivation)” as the beginning of all things such as how one conducts at home and on
social occasions, how he handles things, and how he starts a family or builds a career. It is
worth noting that the superior man’s characters, “Jie Shen (Discreetness)” and “Kong Ju
(Awestricken)”, are not inner tension or constraint built upon loneliness. Since the superior
man pays excessive attention to his inner emotional and psychological experience, he is
bound to be less mindful of the external situations. As a matter of fact, “Shen Du
(Discreetness when Alone)” means to open one’s mind and heart to the outside world, and in
so-doing, one keeps strengthening his inner moral power of resisting temptations, so as to
implement and complete the task of self-cultivation throughout his life. A person who
practices “Shen Du” would always possess a high level of sensitivity and the ability for
observation, which enable him to maintain a high level of self-alertness at any time. It is
through consistent introspection that he would be able to discern the signs of his inner
emotions quickly when others neglect or ignore certain things on a regular basis. Therefore,
one of the pivotal characteristics of the superior man is the ability to maintain a mental state
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of introspection.

From the ideology of pre-Qin Confucianism, the individual was always viewed from the
perspective of social interaction, so the more one reflected on himself, the more he would
attain the true nature of interpersonal correlations. Therefore, the theory of “Shen Du” never
referred to individuals who were isolated from others, or solely pursued the inner value of
loneliness, but the integration of one’s psychological experience and social relations, in
which his value in life could be truly realized. This is the very essence of Mencius’
theoretical system: from his theory of good nature, sharing happiness and joy with others to
his theory of liberty. This is also consistent with the eight guiding principles in Chapter the
Great Learning, the Book of Etiquette such as “Zheng Xin Cheng Yi (to have sincerity and
faith)”, “Ge Wu Zhi Zhi (to acquire knowledge through experience)” and “Xiu Qi Zhi Ping
(Self-cultivation, Family Regulation, State Governance and Bringing Peace to All under
Heaven)”. The process of the continuous deepening and perfecting of the character of the
superior man is never determined by external motivations, regardless of whether they are
driven by the environment or restricted by the rule of the Rites. Zhongyong had always
pictured a self-generated source of power and the moral drive after “Tian Di Wei Yan (the
happy order prevailing throughout Heaven and the earth)”. The key to this is the superior
man’s “Zi De (Contentment)”. As Mencius said in Chapter Gaozi I, the Book of Mencius,
“Ren, Yi, Li and Zhi have not been conferred onto me by others, they are in my essence.
Only that T have never sought to discover them”, and “everything is ready in me”. UThe
creation and transcendence of the superior man’s character lies not only in one’s self-control
of “Zi De” or ability to adjust passively when he is in a dilemma, but also his positive
transformation when faced with adversity. These are the true meanings of “Pi (Negative)”,
“Sun (Reduction)” and “Kun (Trap)” trigrams in the Book of Changes. The superior man
would need to not only adapt to the new environment, but also conduct self-identification. He
would always practice the moral principles from his heart: “Those who are used to living a
rich life would spend lavishly; those who are used to living a poor life would be thrifty. If one
lived in the country, he should do what needed to be done there; if one were in trouble, he
should do what needed to be done to get out of it. No matter the situation, the superior man
could always follow the Way of the Golden Mean, be content and have a peaceful mind”.
@The harsher the environment becomes, the more the superior man could keep to his ideals
and maintain his independent character.

The character of the superior man is “to neither complain about Heaven nor blame
others” and “to rectify himself instead of seeking for everything from others” ©
or in any place. On the one hand, it is the complete “Shu (Forgiveness)” to others; on the
other hand, the superior man’s “Zheng Ji (Self-rectification)” would have a positive effect on
the society built upon harmony, good faith and will. “The superior man lives a peaceful life

at any time
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awaiting the Mandate of Heaven, while the inferior man risks his life pursuing fortune and
wealth”, which shows that the superior man should constantly practice “Cheng” of the Ways
of Heaven and man. As Confucius said in Chapter Liren, the Analects, “A man without
morality cannot put up with adversity for long, nor can he enjoy prosperity in the long run. A
man of morality finds himself at home in benevolence, while a man of intelligence practices
benevolence driven by interests”. “In other words, those who never practice benevolence
cannot live in adversity or in peace. Those who practice benevolence would always be
peaceful, and they would not feel this way without it; those who are intelligent practice
benevolence only because such deeds would bring them long-term profits; the inferior man
cannot even come up with such an idea, let alone take advantage it. As Confucius also said in
Chapter Weilinggong, the Analects, “When in adversity, the superior man would still
maintain his character, while the inferior man would do anything to gain profits”. @

As a consequence, it is never easy to be the superior man from the perspective of
Confucianism. Such notions can also be found in Zhongyong in the following:

(2) Confucius said, “For those who think he is smart, whenever he is forced into a trap, he
would not know how to avoid it; whenever he chooses the Way of the Golden Mean, he could
not persist for even a month.”

(3) Confucius said, “This is what Yan Hui did: he chose the Way of the Golden Mean, saw
good in it and then never lost grip of it.”

(4) Confucius said, “Countries could be ruled, government positions could be given up and
sharp blades could be trampled on, yet the Golden Mean could not be achieved with ease.”

(5) Confucius said, “Are you asking about the strength in the southerners, the northerners
or yourself? When treated rudely, one would never retaliate—this is the strength in the
southerners and the superior man; When sleeping, one would always have the sword with him
and the armor on, and when fighting on the battlefield, one would have no regrets even if he
died—this is the strength in the northerners and those who have a strong character. Therefore,
the superior man is good at coordinating with others and he would never accommodate others
without any principles—this is real strength! He would be independent and impartial—this is
real strength! When the country is ruled and prosperous, he would stick to his thriftiness—this is
real strength! When the country is unruled and chaotic, he would stick to his integrity until

death—this is real strength!” ©

The four quotations above have repeatedly shown that “Zhong Yong” is not equal to
reconciliation for its own sake, but a virtue of “Yong (Bravery)” and a process of unyielding
spirit. Yet it is indeed challenging to implement “Zhong Yong” and it is never as easy as
“getting rid of two contrasting and extreme advices and then applying the middle ground to
the ruling of the people”. Why is this? One can never comprehend words out of the context,
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especially when he studies Zhongyong. The meaning implied is, “the Mandate of Heaven” is
embodied in us via “Xing”, that is, one’s ability to withhold his emotions, which is “the
origin of the world”. And this is the most fundamental spirit of the Golden Mean. This spirit
is also the same as the Four Initiators on what makes man proposed by Mencius. On the
surface, it appears to be a matter of temperament, but deep down it is a matter of man’s
destiny and the ultimate concern about the human kind. According to quotation (3), in order
to “achieve the Golden Mean”, Yan Yuan could follow through after he discovered only one
benefit. What an ideal that is hard to realize! The Golden Mean is the highest spiritual realm
that requires one’s life-long enthusiasm, courage and wisdom. This is also the reason for
quotation (4) above. The first three things are nearly impossible to achieve, yet it is more
difficult to achieve “the Golden Mean”, which requires even more courage. Regarding
quotation (5), in order to pursue such a glorious life goal, it is necessary that one fight against
evil forces from time to time. Thus, the quotations narrated above in Zhongyong enable one
to see the greatness and loftiness of both the philosophy of pre-Qin Confucianism and the
character of the superior man.

The Destiny Bestowed on Man by Heaven is Profound and Eternal

From the perspective of the author of Zhongyong, it is quite necessary to realize the
ideals of the book, no matter for one’s pursuit of character improvement, a successful career
or the magnificent enterprise of a country. The Golden mean can be “Ji Fan Ji Shen (ordinary
or sage in an instant)”, in which “Yong” means “ordinary” or “eternal”. It is not easy for one
to be ordinary even, since the author has brought forth a seemingly simple yet profound
request, which is “one expressing his emotions moderately”. This is certainly “Li” as
mentioned previously. It is also the constraint of one’s looking, listening, speaking and deeds,
as well as the unremitting pursuit of returning to “Xing Zhi De” of the Way of Heaven. The
issue is, the extremely profound truth is hidden between the lines.

Mencius once said in Chapter Tengwengong I, the Book of Mencius, “It is the very
nature of things to be unequal in quality. Some are twice or five times, some ten or a hundred
times as much, and some a thousand or ten thousand times as much”. PAs a well-known
philosopher, Mencius addressed this issue very thoroughly. The extent of difference between
things or people is beyond imagination, yet they have all come from Heaven and are entitled
to their self-evident rights naturally. Therefore, each individual has a noble origin of life.
Because of this, the fundamental premise of “one expressing his emotions moderately” is to
be open to accepting different opinions and choosing the route of “Shi (Timing)” and
“Zhong”, as narrated in Chapter Zhengyu, the Book of Guoyu:

(6) Huanggong of the state of Zheng said: “Would Zhou Dynasty decline?” Shi Bo replied:
“It certainly would. In Tai Shi, it said, ‘Heaven would definitely provide the people what they

long for’. Now that King You of Chou Dynasty has abandoned those who are upright and moral,
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meanwhile favored those who are evil, treacherous and ignorant. He rejected the correct opinions
that were inconsistent with his, and accepted the wrong ones that were the same as his. And he
declined “He (Being Sociable)” while embracing “Tong (Being the Same)”. As a matter of fact,
only by achieving harmony through differences could all things be created, and the lack of
diversity would only lead to distinction. Harmony could be achieved based on the coordination
and balance of different things, hence the richness, development and unification of everything; if
all things were the same, then they would be extinct in the end. The old kings combined earth
with metal, wood, water and fire and created everything, hence the five flavors for taste, the four
limbs for defense, the six melodies for music appreciation, the seven apertures in the mind of
humans, the eight body parts for the completion of overall movements, the nine internal organs
for the purity of one’s virtues, and ten rankings for the government. There were thousands of
tastes produced, tens of thousands of ways created, billions of things calculated, trillions of
incomes managed and countless actions taken. Then, the kings were able to own vast lands,
obtain income to support the people, educate them with loyalty and faith, so that the latter could
live happily and peacefully like one big family, and this would be the peak of harmony. Then the
old kings married queens from other different families, sought wealth and goods from all over
the world, chose the upright as officials to deal with countless government affairs, and they tried
their best to achieve harmony instead of the sameness between things. It would not be worth
listening to if there were only one voice, there would not be any literary grace in a passage if
there were only repetitive contents, the delicacy of food would not be known if there were only
one taste, and there would not be any comparison if all things were the same. Since King You of
Zhou Dynasty abandoned such laws of harmony and wished to pursue sameness, his reason has

been seized by Heaven. How could Zhou Dynasty not decline?” @

Quotation (6) recorded a famous discussion on “He” and “Tong” in the history of
Chinese philosophy and thought. It has argued that everything would only thrive and prosper
in a state of “He”. What on earth is “He”? It shows that ““He’ would only be achieved by the
unification of diverse things”, that is, to observe things from multiple angles and to fully open
up the freedom of speech, so that the ruling of a country would be “brilliant and influential”
and chaos could be avoided thereafter. From the quotation above, Shi Bo employed the
combination of the five elements, “gold, wood, water, fire and earth”, and applied them to
politics, and he further deduced “the five flavors for taste, the four limbs for defense, the six
melodies for music appreciation, the seven apertures in the mind of humans, the eight body
parts for the completion of overall movements, the nine internal organs for the purity of one’s
virtues, and ten rankings for the government” metaphorically, for without so-doing, “it would
not be worth listening to if there were only one voice, there would not be any literary grace in
a passage if there were only repetitive contents, the delicacy of food would not be known if
there were only one taste, and there would not be any comparison if all things were the same”.
This is indeed a precious and high-level political argument. In addition, Confucius also
agreed to this view, as he said in Chapter Weizheng, the Analects, “Gong Hu Yi Duan, Si Hai
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Ye Yi (to give oneself up to the study of varied theories—that is very injurious indeed)”.
PThe word “Gong” here means “to give up” or “to attack”, and the word “Hai” means the
“injurious” political disaster brought by the stubbornness of those who rule. In Chapter Zihan,
the Analects, it also recorded that “Confucius had terminated four evils: suspicion based
solely on one’s subjectivity, no expectations to be fulfilled, actions built on stubbornness and
selfishness”, ®which indicates that one should have an open mind to learn from the outside
world constantly.

With such an ideological background, one would find that the improvement and
deepening of thoughts in the texts from Zhongyong are highly profound, as in the following:

(7) Take Heaven. It is accumulated by little bits of light, yet when it comes to its totality, it
is endless, as the sun, the moon and the stars are all maintained by it. Take the earth. It is made
up of tiny bits of soil, yet when it comes to its entirety, it is broad and deep, and it carries
everything from the lakes, the rives to the mountains. Take the mountains. They are made up
of rocks the size of a fist, yet they are incredibly tall, with the grass and trees growing on them,
the animals living on them and the treasures stored in them. Take water. The water is
accumulated by little drops, yet when it is vast, the dragons, the fishes and the turtles, etc., all
grow in it, and valuable things like corals all multiply in it. In the Book of Song, it says, “The
destiny bestowed on man by Heaven is profound and eternal”, and this is why Heaven is the
way it is. It also says, “How splendid and brilliant! The morality of King Wen is broad and

pure”, and this is why King Wen had such fame. ®

If Zhongyong is interpreted from the perspective of Chapter Zhengyu, Guoyu, the
quotation above further elaborated on the thought of “Wuxing (Five Elements)” by Shi Bo
and pushed it to the supremacy. In Zhongyong, Shi Bo’s idea of “He” from “the unification of
diverse things” of Wuxing was linked to the broadness, deepness, brilliance and
long-standing nature of the Way of Heaven. Actually, what was really said was that after “the
unification of diverse things”, in the hearts of the superior men, there would be the effect of
“the happy order prevailing throughout Heaven and the earth”. To argue further, Zhongyong
also quoted on Confucius, “Those who are blinded and ignorant are bound to be
self-righteous; those who are not open-minded are bound to act recklessly. Even though he
was born in the present age, he would be bent on restoring the ancient system. Such a person
would eventually suffer from disasters and fatal consequences”. The “Fan Gu Zhi Dao (the
path of restoring the ancient system)” from the previous quotation may have referred to Shi
Bo’s argument, yet it is still unclear in the academia.

It is by comprehending Zhongyong from multiple perspectives of politics that one would
be able to comprehend its essence, as in the following:
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(8) Confucius succeeded the philosophies of Yao and Shun, and he regarded them as role
models; he followed the Ways of Heaven above and the earth below. This is just like Heaven
and the earth that carry and cover everything, how the four seasons as well as the sun and the
moon alternate. All things grow together without interfering with each other, and the Ways of
things run side by side without conflicting with each other. The small virtues keep running like
rivers, and the great virtues make all things authentic and pure. This is the magnificence of

Heaven and the earth! @

Quotation (8) above is Shi Bo’s argument that “A melodious tune could not be
composed by a single note, a beautiful pattern could not be made with a single color, the
delicacy of food could not come from a single taste, and a comparison could not be made
based on a single thing”, which was used in an opposite way and it was argued only in the
name of Chapter Xicizhuan, the Book of Changes. As Xiao Shafu pointed out in Chui Sha Er
Ji, “The principles of the Book of Changes and t Zhongyong are interconnected. The former
emphasized that the Way subsumes Heaven, the earth and man, and that the Way of Heaven
and the earth be pushed to the holy cause of man; while the latter emphasized that the Way of
the Golden Mean be the supreme morality that has no internal or external boundaries, and
that the practice of the Golden Man of morality and deeds eventually reach the Way of
Heaven without any trace. Therefore, each had a different emphasis, yet both theories
originated from the metaphysical implications of Daoism, hence the interconnections.”
®Undoubtedly, the expression pattern of quotation (8) is quite similar to that of Chapter
Xicizhuan, the Book of Changes, as in the following: “Heaven is high and honorable, and the
earth is low; Qian and Kun are determined accordingly. Things in the low and high are
displayed; and they appear in order. Movement and stillness are constant, hence the
distinction of the strong and the weak. Things of the same kind come together, and they are
classified into different categories, hence the lucky and the unlucky are produced. In Heaven
there are signs and on the earth there are forms, therefore transformations are seen. The hard
and the soft interact with each other, and the eight triagrams are formed. Motivated by
thunder and lightning, and fertilized by wind and rain, the orbit of the sun and the moon are
created, hence the cold and the warmth. The Way of Qian makes the male and the Way of
Kun makes the female”, “The Book of Changes reveals many moral concepts and hides many
functions. It can inspire the masses and the emperors to be of one mind, and it can make great
causes reach the extreme! Having plentiful wealth is greatness, and constant renewal is a
matter of beauty. It is the Book of Changes that changes old things and renews them; the
reason why it can be followed is the style of self-improvement from the Qian hexagram; the
reason why it can be studied and imitated is the virtues of morality from the Kun hexagram; it
is divination of luck or misfortune in the future through the words of the Book of Changes,
the talented are those who have mastered the changes of hexagrams; those who are

Y B, 538 T,
1bid., pp, 38.

® FEHEA Xiao Shafu, «WR¥P 4> Chui sha er ji [The Two Episodes of Chui Sha], (i #F Chengdu: E& %t Bashu
shu she [Ba Shu Book Company], 2007) , 95,
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knowledgeable would know how to predict the future with Yin and Yang”, and “The changes
of the association between San Cai Wu Xing or the numbers of Yin and Yang, and the five
digits, the deductions of complex numbers, if one understands the patterns, then he would
accomplish the magic of numbers, therefore the words concerning the Yin and Yang
hexagrams would be known. The extreme changes of numbers could map out all the things in
the world, and there is nothing more magical. However, who would be able to accomplish
this?” PThus, both classics aim to make all things in the world follow the Way of Heaven
and the earth without interfering with or doing harm to each other, and show their respective
natures, “the small virtues keep running like rivers, and the great virtues make all things
authentic and pure”, so that all flowers could blossom, all schools of thought could be content
and all could develop in full scale.

The difference is, however, that Zhongyong has upgraded Shi Bo’s way of expression,
and placed one’s attitude towards life and the way of political management into the
running-in between the Ways of Heaven and the earth, as well as merged the political ideals
that subsume everything in the world into “Shi” and “Zhong”, and into the delicacy of
complex changes. Therefore, in Zhongyong, it says, “Only the most sage and greatest in the
world could be wise and in the upper rankings to rule; they are broad and generous, gentle
and submissive, which would enable them to accommodate the people and things in the
world; they are hardworking, strong and persevering, which would enable them to handle and
decide on major affairs in the world; they are solemn and respectful, and they do things
righteously, which would enable them to gain the respect of the people; they are clear,
organized and discerning, which would enable them to distinguish right from wrong. The
virtues of the greatest are broad and deep, and they are often revealed. Their virtues are as
vast as the sky and as deep as water in the pool. When such a virtue is manifested in
appearance, there would be no one who does not show respect; when manifested in speech,
there would be no one who is not convinced; when manifested in action, there would be no
one who is not pleased. Therefore, their good reputation would fill the entire country and
spread to the remote places. Anywhere the ships and vehicles could reach, anywhere people
could travel to, any place the sky could cover, anything the earth could carry, any place the
sun and the moon could shine on, any place the frost and dew could fall on, and any being
that is alive—all would show respect to them. Therefore, the virtues of the sage could be
matched with Heaven”. ®Thus, the focus of the classic has always been on the
self-cultivation of the superior man, so the self-cultivation of man has also been placed in the
most critical position.

“Heaven” is vast, all-inclusive and all-encompassing. Diversity is a basic state of all
beings in the world. However, the mind of cultivating in everything that has evolved from
“Cheng” would eventually help one reach the realm of sageness that contains both Heaven
and the earth, which would accommodate and nurture everything, and therefore it could be

O s Zhu Xi, B Liao Chunming, «J&5 A< > Zhouyi ben yi [The Original Meanings of the Book of Changes],
(_E.## Shanghai: il %5 H ikt Shanghai guji chubanshe [Shanghai Classics Publishing House], 2009) , 221-223.
@ s Zhu Xi, «PYPEAGEEY Sishu zhangju ji zhu [Commentaries on the Four Books], (Jt.3% Beijing: #1445
Zhonghua shuju [Zhonghua Book Company], 2012) , 38-39,
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compared to Heaven and the earth. To quote, “Only the sincerest could manage the greatest
foundations of the world and would comprehend the transformation of Heaven and the earth.
If benevolence, broadness and wisdom were not mastered by the sincerest, who else then
would be able to understand them?” ®To conclude, this is not just about the democratization
of politics or the self-cultivation of the superior man, but more about the unification of
Heaven and man, that is, in the words of Zhongyong, “the destiny bestowed on man by
Heaven is profound and eternal”, which would be thriving without any trace.
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